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CHILDRENÕS MIRACLE NETWORK HONORS DOCTOR GREGOR 

ALEXANDER FOR LIFETI ME OF SERVICE AT CHILDRENÕS HOSPITAL 
 
Orlando, Florida – (March 12, 2008)— Dr. Gregor Alexander, lead neonatologist at Winnie Palmer Hospital 

for Women and Babies, was recently honored with a Children’s Miracle Achievement Award during the 

2008 Children’s Miracle Awards presented by Delta Air Lines. The annual event took place March 14, 2008 

at Walt Disney World Resort and honors outstanding pediatric caregivers from Children’s Miracle Network 

children’s hospitals throughout North America. 

Dr. Alexander was one of four caregivers nationally recognized for their lifetime of service at 

Children’s Miracle Network hospitals.  A pioneer in neonatology, the survival rate of premature infants has 

soared dramatically thanks to Dr. Alexander’s dedicated work. 

Mark Wills, award-winning country music artist, and John Bozard, president of Arnold Palmer 

Medical Center and Children’s Miracle Network board member, presented Dr. Alexander the award.  

CNN Headline News and radio talk show host Glenn Beck hosted the special evening that also 

featured performance by The Osmonds, Miss America 2008 Kirsten Haglund, RyanDan, Haben Abraham, 

and John Rich of the country duo Big & Rich. Each guest performed in honor of the incredible caregivers 

like Dr. Pullen who spend their lives serving at children’s hospitals. 

Throughout his 30-year career as a neonatologist, Dr. Gregor Alexander has devoted himself to 

saving the lives of premature babies. Through his gentle touch and medical expertise, he has helped save 

more than 28,000 babies born too soon. And that’s just the beginning. Alexander’s passion for his tiniest 

patients has made him a pioneer in neonatology. 

The survival rate of babies born weighing less than two pounds was only 10 percent in 1975 when the 

neonatal intensive care unit opened at Orlando Regional Healthcare, where Alexander began practicing 

medicine in the United States. Today, thanks in part to his tireless efforts, the survival rate of these tiny 

infants has soared to 96 percent. 
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These statistics are a reflection of Alexander’s work. He firmly believes that the number of premature 

babies born in the United States can be decreased significantly with more focus on prevention and prenatal 

care. “If it can be done elsewhere, we can achieve it in this country,” he said. 

As his list of honors, accomplishments and accolades continues to grow, Alexander remains a true 

believer in healing mind, body and spirit—healing the whole child. He is concerned with more than saving 

babies’ lives—he works hard to improve their lives as well. By championing programs such as 

developmental evaluations, hearing screenings, home-based intervention and parent education, Alexander is 

determined to see more of these babies go on to lead healthy, happy lives. Throughout his career the 

percentage of severely premature infants who develop normally has jumped from 50 percent in 1975 to more 

than 85 percent today. 

Alexander has touched the lives of premature babies and families at Orlando Regional Healthcare, 

Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children & Women, and the new Winnie Palmer Hospital for Women & Babies, 

which boasts a 112-bed NICU, the fourth largest in the country. He has served as director of newborn 

services, director of neonatal intensive care and chief of pediatrics. Through Alexander’s leadership and 

commitment to the finest care and technology, Arnold Palmer Hospital became the first in the state of Florida 

to offer ECMO (extracorporeal membrane oxygenation), a heart-lung bypass machine that heals premature 

infants’ lungs and saves many fragile lives. 

“Dr. Alexander is a healer, a teacher, a mentor, and a visionary,” said Kathy Swanson, president of 

Winnie Palmer Hospital for Women & Babies. “His love and devotion to our babies is never exhausted!” 

 

About Children's Miracle Network  

Children's Miracle Network is a non-profit organization dedicated to saving and improving the lives of children by raising funds for 
childrenÕs hospitals.  Each year the 170 Children's Miracle Network hospitals provide the finest medical care, life-saving research and 
preventative education to help millions of kids overcome diseases and injuries of every kind.  To learn more go to 
www.childrensmiraclenetwork.org. 
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